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Election Process to Begin 
for Three Director Districts

ampa Valley Electric Association’s 

Board of Directors is comprised of nine 

persons from our membership. Three 

are elected each year, with the election ballot 

count taking place at the Annual Meeting. This 

year, the Annual Meeting will be held on June 

15. In years when there is a contest, a mail-

in ballot is sent to each member; you have the 

opportunity to vote even if you can’t attend the 

meeting. Ballots are mailed out in late May to 

all active members, if there is a contested race. 

This year, the three districts up for election in-

clude: District #4 which entails the area served 

in Moffat County south of Township 7N and 

that portion of Rio Blanco County served by 

YVEA and the City of Craig, District #5 that 

portion of Routt County south of Township 

11 North and West of Range 86 West includ-

ing the Town of Hayden, District #7 the City of  

Steamboat Springs. Exact legal descriptions 

are available at either YVEA office in Craig or 

Steamboat Springs. 

 Members, who are interested in running 

for the Board, can pick up a petition form 

and information concerning qualifications 

for nominees. A nomination for director may 

be made only by written petition signed by at 

least fifteen (15) members of the Association. 

The last day for candidates to submit verified 

member signatures to qualify for the 2013  

ballot is five (5) p.m. on Wednesday, May 1, 

2013. Candidates can pick up petition forms 

at either YVEA office to begin circulating  

petitions for member signatures to  

establish candidacy. 

 A nominee for directorship must be a 

member of YVEA who lives within the director 

district for which they are being nominated. 

Directors cannot in any way be employed by, 

or financially interested in a competing enter-

prise or a business selling electric energy or 

electric supplies to the Association.

 Directors must be able to commit the 

time required for regular monthly board 

meetings and special meetings held outside 

the service area with state and national  

affiliate organizations. Director training is 

provided throughout the director’s term of 

service for acquiring the knowledge necessary 

to govern, plan and direct the activities of 

an electric utility. Director training is held  

outside the service territory and requires 

travel and time commitment of 3-5 days per 

training session, at various times of the year. 

Finally, directors must be able to act in the best 

interest of the members of the cooperative. 
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Candidates can pick up petition forms at  
either the Steamboat or Craig YVEA office.

A nomination for director may be made only by written 
petition signed by at least fifteen (15) members of the 
Association.  The last day for candidates to 
submit verified member signatures to 
qualify for the 2013 ballot is five (5) 
p.m. on Wednesday, May 1, 2013. 



VEA is a proud sponsor of the Na-

tional Rural Electric Cooperative 

Youth Tour. The idea started in 

1957 by then Senator Lyndon Johnson as 

a way for teenagers to come to Washing-

ton, D.C. to see their government in action.  

In 1964 the electric cooperative’s national 

association, NRECA began organizing the 

tour for what has now grown to more than 1,500 teenagers on 

Capitol Hill for a week in June. 

 Miss Rachel Pierce and Miss Abbey Pierce of Steamboat 

Springs have been chosen as the recipients of a seven-day, 

all-expense paid trip to Washington D.C. as Yampa Valley  

Electric’s representatives to the 2013 Youth Tour. 

 Rachel and Abbey are the daughters of Ed and Pam Pierce 

and are both juniors at Steamboat Springs High School. 

 In her winning essay, Rachel says she would like to learn 

how government is involved in the control and distribution 

of electricity.  She also says she enjoys history and is looking  

forward to visiting the many monuments and sites she  

has read about in her American History class.

 Abbey Pierce says she looks forward to learning about 

the nation’s Capital and visiting the Lincoln and Vietnam 

Memorials. She wants to learn more about our country’s past 

and better understand our future.

 Rachel and Abbey will be visiting Washington, D.C. in 

June along with 24 other teenagers from Colorado’s partic-

ipating electric cooperatives. The state delegation will spend 

the first day in Denver touring the state 

Capitol and Tri-State Generation and 

Transmission’s facilities. The group 

will travel while in our nation’s capitol 

with students from Alaska, California,  

Idaho, Nevada, New Hampshire, Utah, 

Washington, Wisconsin and Wyoming.  

The week will wrap up with a dinner 

celebration in the headquarter hotel with more than 1,500  

teenagers in attendance. 

 Rachel and Abbey will be sharing their highlights  

of the tour in the fall YVEA newsletter. Eligible students  

are encouraged to apply in the fall of the year for the  

next year’s tour.

Students Win a Trip to Our Nation’s Capital
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or security’s sake, Yampa Valley Electric Association 

is reminding the public of how to identify cooperative 

employees and contract employees working for the co-op.

 Co-op employees will always be wearing a Yampa Valley 

Electric Association uniform and driving a red co-op vehicle 

with our logo on the door.

  All co-op fleet vehicles have logo and other official 

emblems of Yampa Valley Electric Association. If a person is 

not wearing such uniforms or driving fleet vehicles then they 

are not Yampa Valley Electric Association employees. However, 

the cooperative has contracted with Utility Sales and Service 

to read the meters each month. Their vehicles are identified 

with YVEA contractor signs. The co-op also contracts with 

utility crews to perform certain tasks, such as right-of-way 

trimming or line construction. 

 If members of the public have doubts about persons 

claiming to be cooperative employees, the co-op suggests that 

they either ask for photo identification or immediately call the 

co-op at 879-1160 in Steamboat Springs or 824-6593 in Craig 

to verify that someone is an employee or contract laborer 

working for the co-op.

 

Employees of Yampa Valley Electric Association wear uniforms featuring 
the co-op’s logo, drive vehicles with the co-op emblem and carry photo 
identification cards. Pictured here is Field Representative Jerry Nanio.

YVEA reminds public how 
to identify its employees

Photo:	Brian	Thornton
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Name & Billing Address

Consumer account
number

Number of days
in billing cycle

Electric usage

Total Amount
Due

Date payment due
in office

Physical street
address

Important mesage will
be printed here

Message for budget  
billing or auto pay

Phone number

Please bring or send lower portion of 
bill with your payment

How to Read Your YVEA Bill
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t YVEA, we are asked quite often 

by renters as to what they can do 

to help reduce or conserve elec-

tricity in their apartment, mobile home 

or town home. The renter is usually at the 

mercy of the property owner who may not 

be willing to make a costly investment 

in more attic insulation or replace sin-

gle-pane, drafty windows. But, there are 

some things a renter can do to help con-

serve electricity, reduce their power bill 

and take it with them when moving out of 

the rental unit.

  

●	 If the unit has a fireplace, install an 

inflatable flue pillow. The pillow will 

stop conditioned air from escaping up 

the chimney. Just closing the damper 

does not form a tight seal and may not 

be enough. An internet search for “flue 

pillow” will give sources and how to 

properly size and install the pillow.
 

●	Remove the outlet or switch plate covers 

on the exterior walls and install a foam 

barrier behind the plastic cover. This is 

usually done on the exterior walls where 

cold air can enter the room through the 

work boxes. These foam barriers are 

available at most local hardware stores. 
 

●	 If the unit has a ceiling fan, reverse it 

in the winter so that it blows the air up 

towards the ceiling. Warm air rises and 

is trapped at the ceiling. By reversing 

the fan, this warm air is pushed off 

the ceiling and down the walls. In the 

summer, reverse it again to where it is 

blowing down towards the floor. 
 

●	Replace incandescent light bulbs with 

CFL or LED bulbs. Even though CFL and 

LED bulbs are a little bit more expensive 

to purchase, the operating expense 

is much less over the life of the bulb. 

For example, a 100 watt incandescent 

bulb turned on for two hours will cost 

approximately 1.5 cents to operate. 

The equivalent 30 watt CFL will cost 

approximately 4/10ths of a penny and 

a 20 watt LED will cost approximately 

3/10ths of a penny. 
 

●	 If a mobile home does not have skirting 

around the foundation, talk with the 

owner to see if you can install some 

kind of skirting. The skirting will prevent 

wind from blowing through and up into 

the floor. It will also help keep animals 

out, and may help reduce exposed water 

pipes from freezing. 
 

●	For drafty windows or sliding door, 

check local hardware stores for window 

film kits. The kit contains a plastic film 

that is secured around the perimeter of 

the window or door with two-sided tape. 

After the film is installed, it is stretched 

tight with a hair dryer on the low setting. 
 

●	Add or replace weather stripping around 

windows and doors. 
 

●	 If the water heater is electric, make sure 

it has an insulated water heater blanket 

installed. Also check to see if the 

thermostat is set at approximately 120 

degrees. Any higher setting just wastes 

electricity and could cause a scald burn. 

If you do not have access to the water 

heater, open a hot water faucet, let it 

run into a plastic cup for a couple of 

minutes, and use a candy thermometer 

(not a regular thermometer that can 

possibly break) to measure the water 

temperature in the cup. It should be 

approximately 100 degrees in the cup. 

The temperature is usually less at the 

faucet than at the tank. 
 

●	 If the unit is empty during the day, do not 

turn the heat completely off. If the heat is 

turned off, the internal air temperature 

can drop dramatically during the day. 

When you return in the evening and 

turn the thermostat back on to 66 or 

68 degrees, the heating equipment will 

probably run all night to “recover” back 

to the desired temperature. If empty, 

move the setting down to the high 50s 

or low 60s. The recovery time will not be 

as long. The recommended setting is 66 

to 68 degrees. To save even more money, 

lower the setting and put on a sweater.
 

●	Use a space heater very sparingly. A 

1,500 watt space heater operated for 

3 hours a day will cost approximately 

$10.88 per month in electricity. Some 

members will run multiple heaters for 8 

to 10 hours a day or at night and wonder 

why they have a high electric bill at the 

end of the month.
 

●	There is some federal assistance through 

the state government for renters to have 

energy efficient modifications done to 

the property. The renter would need 

to have the permission of the property 

owner, but the owner may be willing to 

do the project because it will add value 

to the rental unit. To find out more 

information, go to www.waptac.org.

 

Renters can conserve electricity and save money

A flue pillow is 

inserted in the 

chimney and inflated 

to seal the space 

below the damper  

to keep warm air  

from escaping.

Cooper Barnett, hardware manager at Steamboat 
Ace Hardware, says there are many things a renter 
can do to conserve electricity. A wall of weather 
stripping choices is available for windows and 
doors. Also a water heater blanket, like the one 
he is showing here, is a good idea for an electric 
water heater.  



very four years, Yampa Valley 

Electric Association conducts a 

residential and commercial sur-

vey of our members. The answers to the 

questions help to determine future pro-

grams and identify areas of service that 

we are doing well or need to improve. 

 In 2009, several questions were 

asked concerning the members’ interest 

and participation in renewable energy. 

Only eight percent of the membership 

said they participate in buying blocks of 

renewable energy from YVEA. Of the 92 

percent who do not, 62 percent said they 

did not know enough about the program 

to participate. 

 At the end of 2012, only 329 mem-

bers participated in YVEA’s Green 

Power program. Members choose to  

purchase blocks of 100 kilowatt hours 

(kWh) of electricity that is generated 

from renewable sources such as wind, 

solar or biomass. Each “block” of 100 

kWh is sold at 60 cents per block. The 

member can choose to purchase as 

many additional blocks as they want. 

This additional charge is added to 

the monthly power bill and will show  

as a separate line item charge under 

 “Green Power.” 

 YVEA began to offer a renewable en-

ergy choice in early 2000. At that time,  

the generation source was wind power 

and a 100 kWh block could be purchased 

for $3.00. 

 In 2007, the state legislature passed 

laws mandating that a percentage of 

electricity produced in Colorado had to 

come from renewable sources. It started 

with one percent in 2008 and increased 

to ten percent by the year 2020. 

 YVEA’s Board of Directors made the 

decision to stay ahead of the state initia-

tive and in 2007 increased the renewable 

power purchase to five percent. In recent 

contract negotiations with Xcel Power, 

YVEA is now purchasing more than 14.6 

percent of its power from renewable 

sources. This percentage makes YVEA 

the “Greenest” electric co-op in Colora-

do. The co-op has been able to achieve 

this high percentage without raising res-

idential or commercial rates. This fits 

with the feedback received from mem-

bers who said that they strongly support 

using the lowest cost, clean and efficient 

energy sources available rather than 

purchasing additional renewable energy. 

Unless the state legislature changes the 

percent requirement, YVEA is well posi-

tioned for many years to come. This also 

matches the high response (71 percent) 

of the membership’s response saying 

YVEA should continue to go beyond the 

state requirement. But, 93 percent said 

they would not support a rate increase 

in order to fund rebates for renewable 

energy projects.   

 If you would like to sign up  

for Green Power call 879-1160 in  

Steamboat and 824-6593 in Craig.

Support Rate Increase  
to Fund Renewable  
Energy Rebates

YVEA’s Renewable Energy Profile

Yes
7%

No
93%

Less than 1 in 10 say they 
support paying higher rates 
to fund rebates for renewable 
energy projects
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Residential Member 
Priorities Regarding 
Generation
Respondents say they prefer that 
the co-op try to keep rates lower 
with traditional generation, than 
use more renewables.

Would Pay Higher Bills 
for Renewable Rebates - 
All Members
Of all residential respondents, 
only about 5% say they would 
be willing to pay more to fund 
renewable energy rebates

More Important, 
Renewables or Lower 
Cost? - by Age
All age groups say they prefer 
lower cost generation resources

More important to purchase lowest costs, 
clean and effiecient energy resources
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renewables at a higher cost to members



Caring Consumers Prove that  
Small Change Can Change Lives

(970) 879-1160  |  www.yvea.com |  payment-by-phone 871-2260

PRE-SORT
STANDARD

Steamboat Springs
Colorado, 80477

U.S. Postal
Permit No. 97

32 Tenth Street
P.O. Box 771218

Steamboat Springs, Colorado 80477

YAMPA VALLEY ELECTRIC ASSOCIATION

YVEA encourages our members to 
contact us if there are any questions, 
concerns, compliments or comments 
about what is published here on the 
YVEA Current Events pages. We also 
welcome any suggestions about arti-
cles or ideas for these pages. Please 
contact us in the following ways: 

Email:  tchapman@yvea.com

Fax:  (970) 879-7270

Mail:  Yampa Valley Elec. Assn.
 Attn: Current Events
 P.O. Box 771218
 Steamboat Springs, CO 80477

Please include a daytime telephone number, 
your name and postal address.

$1,000 	 Boys & Girls Club  
 of NW Colorado

$5,395		 Craig Lions Club 

$800		 Grand Futures  
 Prevention Coalition

$300 	 Hayden Heritage Center

$1,000		 Reaching Everyone  
 Preventing Suicide

$800		 Routt County Council  
 on Aging

$500		 Routt County Early  
 Childhood Council

$1,000		 Steamboat Springs Middle   
 School GATE Program

$160		 Yampa Valley School

$800		 Yampatika

VEA’s Caring Consumer Program is 

an easy way to lend a helping hand to 

those in need. Since 1999, more than 

$208,000 has been donated to 139 organizations. 

Participating YVEA members have their electric 

bill automatically rounded up to the nearest 

whole dollar each month. Those few cents are 

pooled in a separate fund from which dona-

tions are made to help local families in need, 

non-profit organizations, and worthwhile com-

munity projects. If you have not signed up for 

Caring Consumers, and want to help, just call 

879-1160 in Steamboat Springs or 824-6593 in 

Craig. The average cost is 50 cents per month or 

approximately six dollars per year. 

     The Caring Consumers Board of Directors met 

this past November to review applications and 

awarded funds to the following organizations:

LET US HEAR FROM YOU


