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current events
Election Process to Begin  
for Three Director Districts

Yampa Valley Electric’s Board of Direc-
tors is comprised of nine persons from 
our membership.  Three are elected 

each year, with the election ballot count taking 
place at the Annual Meeting.  This year the 
Annual Meeting will be held in Hayden on 
June 16th.  In years when there is a contest, 
a mail-in ballot is sent to each member; you 
have the opportunity to vote even if you can’t 
attend the meeting.  Ballots are mailed out in 
late May to all active members, if there is a 
contested race.

This year, the three districts up for 
election include:  District #1 which entails 
the area served in the State of Wyoming and a 
portion of northern Moffat and Routt Coun-
ties.  District #8, the City of Steamboat Springs 
and a portion south of town and District #9, 
the southern portion of Routt County and all 
of Eagle, Summit and Grand Counties that the 
Association serves.  Exact legal descriptions 
are available at either YVEA office in Craig 
or Steamboat Springs or at www.yvea.com/
AnnualMeeetingMembers.htm.

A nomination for director may be made only 
by written petition signed by at least fifteen 
(15) members of the Association.  The last 
day for candidates to submit verified member 

signatures to qualify for the 2012 ballot is five 
(5) p.m. on Wednesday, May 2, 2012.  Can-
didates can pick up petition forms at either 
YVEA office to begin circulating petitions for 
member signatures to establish candidacy.

A nominee for directorship must be a 
member of YVEA who lives within the direc-
tor district for which they are being nominated.  
Directors cannot in any way be employed by, 
or financially interested in a competing enter-
prise or a business selling electric energy or 
electric supplies to the Association.

Directors must be able to commit the time 
required for regular monthly board meetings 
and special meetings held outside the service 
area with state and national affiliate organiza-
tions.  Director training is provided through-
out the director’s term of service for acquiring 
the knowledge necessary to govern, plan and 
direct the activities of an electric utility.  Direc-
tor training is held outside the service territory 
and requires travel and time commitment of 
3-5 days per training session, at various times 
of the year.  Finally, directors must be able 
to act in the best interest of the members of  
the cooperative.
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Candidates can pick up petitiion forms at  
either the Steamboat or Craig YVEA office.
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Winter officially began December 21, but 
colder temperatures have been with us for a 
while.  These lower temperatures are going to 
have an impact on your electric bill.

“We encourage our members to set their 
thermostats at 68 degrees,” says YVEA 
employee Jim Chappell.  But members need 
to remember “even at a 68 degree thermostat 
setting, heating systems will 
run longer as the outside air 
temperature drops.

The amount of energy 
used, called consumption, is 
directly related to how long 
your heating system runs to 
maintain the heating sys-
tem’s thermostat set point.  
Besides outside air tempera-
ture, other factors, such as 
the home’s insulation, and openings or cracks 
in windows, doors, plumbing openings and 
wiring holes impact how long the heating 
unit may operate.  Even if your heating system 
is fired by natural gas or propane, the heat is 
distributed by using an electric pump or fan.  
The longer the furnace runs, the longer the 
electric pump or fan will run.

Your home’s heat transfer is defined by the 
“law of conduction”.  Heat conduction is the 

exchange of heat between bodies in contact 
that are at different temperatures.  The warm 
inside air will give up its heat to the cold 
outside air by conduction through a wall or 
ceiling.  As an example, a wall that is 10’ in 
height by 10’ in length is 100 square feet.  If 
the inside thermostat is set at 70 degrees and 
the outside air is 50 degrees, the BTU heat 

loss per hour is 105 BTUs.  If the 
outside air temperature is 25 and 
the inside thermostat is still set at 
70 degree, the resulting heat loss 
on the same wall would be 163 
BTUs.  If the outside air tempera-
ture is 0 and the inside thermostat 
is still set at 70 degree, the result-
ing heat loss on the same wall 
would be 368 BTUs.  So you can 

see that as the outside air temperature drops, 
your furnace needs to run longer to offset the 
heat loss through your walls, floors, ceiling, 
doors and windows. 

The rate of heat conduction through a sub-
stance is given by the following mathematical 
equation:  BTU loss per hour = [Area (inside 
temperature – outside temperature)] / R 
value of substance.  If you have questions, 
give YVEA Member Services a call.

Cold Temperatures Impact Your Electric Bill

Every year, electric utilities cope with thieves 
– people who deliberately tamper with their 
electric meters to lower or avoid paying an 
electric bill.  Not only is this practice extremely 
dangerous, it’s also a serious crime that may 
result in hefty fines and potential jail time.

Utilities have seen people do some danger-
ous things, such as using knives, forks, magnets, 
jumper cables and any number of other objects 
to get around paying for the power they use.  
Not only are these persons stealing from their 
fellow co-op members, they’re also risking their 
lives and those of our workers.

According to the Cooperative Research 
Network, power traveling through a compro-
mised meter can cause an electrical catastro-
phe.  A short circuit could produce an arc flash 

bright enough to cause blindness and powerful 
enough to launch fragments of red-hot debris.  
Serious injury or death from electrocution, 
explosion or fire often results from meter 
tampering.  YVEA’s trained personnel wear 
protective clothing and equipment to work on 
electric meters.

Theft of electricity is not a victimless crime.  
As a not-for-profit cooperative, YVEA loses 
revenue and expends resources to investi-
gate tampering.  These costs are passed on to 
the entire membership.  Since everyone pays 
for lost power, please let YVEA know if you 
suspect meter tampering.  Call your nearest 
YVEA office to report possible theft of service.  
All information can be given anonymously.

Electricity 
Theft
Not Worth  
the Risk

70o25o

Ya m p a  V a l l e y  E l e c t r i c  A s s o c i a t i o n  •  w w w . y v e a . c o m



Ya m p a  V a l l e y  E l e c t r i c  A s s o c i a t i o n  •  w w w . y v e a . c o m

The days of large console televisions, with their wood-
grain exteriors and antenna wires or rabbit ears, are being 
tuned out.  Today’s televisions offer larger, thinner screen 
and thanks to digital cable or satellite connections, provide a 
virtually unlimited number of channels.

Some models require a tremendous amount of energy 
to operate – almost as much as a refrigerator.  The average 
American household owns 2.93 TVs, according to a 2010 
Nielsen report.  In 2004, The Natural Resources Defense 
Council found that U.S. televisions use more than 46 billion 
KWh per year, or about 4 percent of residential electric use.

In response to consumer concerns, TV manufacturers 
are designing sets that use less energy without sacrificing 
screen size or resolution.  If you’re in the market for a new 
TV set, or if you want to make sure you’re using your current 
TV efficiently, these tips will help you tune in to big-screen  
energy savings.

High-definition (HD) sets generally use more power 
because of better picture clarity.  There are four main types 
of TVs:  plasma, liquid-crystal display (LCD), rear projection 
and cathode-ray tube (CRT).  CRT televisions are the most 
difficult to find in retail stores because they deploy old tech-
nology, and screen sizes rarely top 40 inches.

Plasma screens often are cited as the largest energy user, 
mainly because their large 42 to 65+ inch screens typically 
draw between 240 and 400 watts.  Most consume electricity 
even when the picture is turned off.

LCD TVs don’t need much power to operate, about 110 
watts on average.  LCD’s backlight can be turned down to 
save energy and still retain picture quality.  If your LCD has 

a power-save mode, 
turn it on to save 
energy.

There are two 
types of LCD TVs: 
those with cold-
cathode fluorescent 
lamps to illumi-
nate the screen, 
and backlit models 
employing a light-
emitting diode (LED).  LED units offer several benefits, 
notably better picture quality and thinner and lighter screens.  
They use slightly less energy, about 100 watts on average.

Rear projection televisions tend to be the largest screen 
sizes and vary for energy efficiency.

Shopping for an energy-efficient television can be difficult.  
Manufacturers rarely advertise energy consumption, and 
it never appears on in-store labels.  Turn the TV and other 
connected devices off when they’re not being used.  Control 
room lighting.  While many energy-saving tips help reduce 
brightness of the screen, you can compensate by dimming 
lights around your TV.  In 2012, new Energy Star require-
ments may mandate energy consumption.  One online source 
for unbiased comparisons of televisions is www.cnet.com.

Big Screen Television Savings

GFCI Outlets..Keeping Your Home Safe
Some things go together well, like peanut 

butter and jelly, but some things don’t go together 
well at all – like water and electricity.

To help keep you safe in areas where the two 
might meet, such as a bathroom or kitchen, 
make sure you have protection through ground 
fault circuit interrupters (GFCI).  A GFCI can 
provide protection against shock from an electri-
fied appliance, equipment in contact with water 
and from a damaged or defective appliance.  

GFCIs are relatively inexpensive devices that 
can be installed into a home’s electrical system 
or built into a power cord to protect against elec-
tric shocks.  A GFCI monitors the flow of elec-

tricity through a circuit and will open the circuit 
if it senses a ground fault.

A GFCI comes in several different forms:  A 
GFCI receptacle that fits in a standard outlet 
box and protects ground faults for whatever is 
plugged into the receptacle.  A portable GFCI 
is designed for locations where there is not a 
permanent GFCI installed, such as an extension 
cord at a work site.  A GFCI circuit breaker can 
be installed in a panel box to add protection to 
the circuit it supplies electricity to.  The 
problem with GFCI circuit breakers is 
when it trips; you have to go to the 
panel box to reset it.

Brian Sloboda, a program manager specializing in energy efficiency for the 
Cooperative Research Network, a service of NRECA and Magen Howard, 
assistant editor NRECA’s Straight Talk contributed to this article.
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Turning Up the Heat on 
Water Heater Efficiency

Purchasing a high-efficiency ENERGY STAR 
water heater is a great first step to saving more money 
on your energy bill, but there is much more you can 
do to make your home more energy efficient.

Lowering the thermostat(s) on your water heater 
can help the appliance run more efficiently.  Switch-
ing the setting to 120 degrees F will provide comfort-
able hot water for most uses.

Cold air that surrounds your water heating system 
also affects it efficiency, so the next step is to insulate 
the first six feet of the hot water pipes connected to 
the water heater.  Installing heat traps to keep hot 
water inside the storage tank will also help your water 
heater run more efficiently.

In order to comply with Federal 
Trade Commission Rules, known 
as the Red Flag Rule, Yampa Valley 
Electric requires members to 
create a password and/or provide 
proper identification to gain access 
to their account information.  

If the member has a joint account 
(both the husband and wife’s name 
is on the account), then either 
spouse can gain account informa-
tion with proper identification.  If 
it is a single account (in either the 
husband’s name or a wife’s name 
only) then the non-listed spouse 
cannot gain account information.  
The single account holder can 
ask that the spouse be put on the 
account by contacting YVEA.

If you have any questions about 
the Red Flag Rule, please contact 
the YVEA Billing Department in 
either Craig or Steamboat Springs.

For additional information  
on energy savings, visit  

www.togetherwesave.com or 
www.energysavers.gov.

Red Flag Rule…


