
Y A M P A  V A L L E Y  E L E C T R I C  A S S O C I A T I O N         F E B R U A R Y  2 0 2 3

On December 30th, 2022, 
Yampa Valley Electric 
Association (YVEA), Core 
Electric Cooperative, 
Grand Valley Power, and 
Holy Cross Energy filed a 
lawsuit with the Federal 
Regulatory Commission 
(FERC), seeking recovery 
of at least $6.9 million 
from the investor-owned 
utility Xcel, stemming from 

charges in 2021. In this month’s column, I will look at 
why we decided to file this lawsuit, what we hope to 
recoup, and what the future could look like should 
this lawsuit succeed.

What is the filing alleging?
The filing alleges that Xcel failed to obtain the 
natural gas resources that its own advance plan 
determined would be necessary to meet its 
February 2021 electric requirements. This failure 
left Xcel suddenly and unnecessarily dependent on 
natural gas purchases in a volatile and expensive 
energy market. Xcel then passed along millions of 
dollars of these imprudently incurred fuel costs to 
its Colorado customers. 

Additionally, the wholesale customers claim in 
the lawsuit that Xcel failed to credit them for a 
natural gas sale Xcel made to its corporate affiliate 
during the same time period. Finally, the filing also 
alleges that Xcel impeded their investigation of the 
February 2021 charges for months and continues to 

withhold information critical to understanding the 
event. These three claims are the primary focus of 
this filing.

What are the co-ops hoping to recoup from this 
filing?
As a wholesale customer, we buy power under power 
agreements with Xcel that have a monthly rate 
adjustment called a “fuel cost adjustment.” Members 
are used to seeing this line item on their monthly bill. 
That adjustment allows Xcel to pass through certain 
fuel and purchased power costs. The co-ops are 
seeking the recovery of at least $6.9 million of these 
pass-through charges that happened in February 
2021.

What could this mean for the future? 
Knowing that YVEA may not see all of this $6.9 
million, some may wonder if the cost associated 
with the lawsuit is worth the effort. Our answer is 
an unequivocal “yes.” While this lawsuit is about 
retroactively recovering money, we need to ensure 
that a similar situation doesn’t happen in the future. 
We are asking for accountability and transparency 
regarding our dealings with power suppliers. And 
not just for YVEA – this is important to all co-ops in 
Colorado.

Members may be wondering what happens now. 
We hope to establish that Xcel and its shareholders 
should bear meaningful responsibility for Xcel’s 
imprudent and costly actions before and during the 
February 2021 winter event. What led to this filing 
has been a long, ardent process, but one we are 
committed to. The wheels of justice can sometimes 
churn slowly, and members can expect to hear more 
updates as YVEA and the other co-ops move through 
this process.
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Set the Optimal 
Fridge Temp

For food safety as well as energy 
savings, set your refrigerator 
temperature between 35º and 
38º F.

Maintain Heating
& Cooling Systems

Regularly change your air filter 
and have scheduled system 
tune-ups to save money on 
heating and cooling costs.

Seal Doors
and Windows

Air strips and caulk prevent air 
leaks and can help save the 
average homeowner around 
$200 in energy costs each year.

Use Cold Water
to Wash Clothes

Not only do you save money on 
heating costs, cold washes also 
save clothes from fading, and 
get just as much grime out as 
hot water washes.

Switch to
LED Lighting

Upgrade your bulbs to energy-
efficient LEDs and save big 
through the life of the bulbs.

ENERGY EFFICIENCY TIPS
Save money and energy with these six simple tips.

Utilize Smart
Power Strips

Devices can draw energy 
even when they appear to be 
powered down. A smart power 
strip will easily ensure there’s no 
wasted energy.
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Ingredients
3 large boneless skinless chicken breasts - boiled 
and shredded or a rotisserie chicken
8 ounces cream cheese - cubed
1 cup ranch dressing
1 cup hot sauce, plus more as needed
1 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper
1 teaspoon garlic powder
½ cup green onion - chopped
1.5 cups mozzarella cheese - shredded, divided
1.5 cups cheddar cheese - shredded, divided

Instructions
1. Cook the chicken. Bring a large pot of water to 
a boil over high heat. Add the chicken breasts to 
the pot and return to a boil. Remove from heat and 
cover with a tight-fitting lid. Allow your chicken 
to poach, covered, for approximately 25 minutes. 
When fully cooked, remove from the pot and allow 
to rest until cool enough to handle.

2. Prep. Preheat your oven to 350 degrees F. and 
spray a 9x9-inch baking pan (or approximate size) 
with non-stick cooking spray.

3. Warm the sauce. To a medium saucepot over 
medium-low heat add the cubed cream cheese, 
ranch dressing, hot sauce, black pepper, and garlic 
powder. Whisk constantly until the cream cheese 
has dissolved in the ranch and hot sauce. Remove 
from heat.

4. Combine. Add the cooked and shredded 
chicken, green onion, 1 cup of the shredded 
mozzarella cheese, and one cup of the shredded 
cheddar cheese to the sauce pot. Mix well to 
combine. Transfer to your prepared baking pan 
and top with remain mozzarella and cheddar 
cheese.

5. Bake. Bake for approximately 20-30 minutes, 
or until the cheese has melted and the sides are 
starting to bubble. Set oven to broil. Allow your 
buffalo chicken dip to cook for an additional 2-3 
minutes, or until the top is golden brown. Remove 
it immediately.

6. Serve. Serve with tortilla chips, vegetable sticks, 
crackers, or enjoy leftovers wrapped in a tortilla 
with all your favorite greens.



A generator is a temporary power 
source and should never be used as 
a permanent solution.

Position generators with at least 20 
feet of space between doors, 
windows, and vents to prevent 
carbon monoxide from entering the 
home.

Install battery-operated carbon 
monoxide alarms with battery 
backup inside the home.

Never operate a generator inside 
your home or in other enclosed 
spaces, including garages.

Make sure your generator is properly 
grounded and used with a Ground 
Fault Circuit Interrupter (GFCI).

Use only grounded extension cords 
that have a three-pronged plug and 
are rated for the intended load.

Never connect generators directly to 
household wiring without first 
installing a transfer switch. This 
prevents backfeeding which could 
electrocute utility workers making 
repairs.

GENERATOR
SAFETY

With winter weather comes the chance of a power 
outage. Generators are an excellent way to ride out 
a storm, but they must be used with caution. 
Follow these tips to use generators safely.

The Cooperative Way – December 2022 Storm

From Tuesday, 
December 27th to 

Wednesday, 
December 28th, 
5,200 members 
were affected by 

outages.

20 YVEA crew 
members, 2 

contractors, 2 crew 
members from White 

River, and 4 from 
Mountain Parks 

Electric were out in 
the storm.

6 snowmobiles, 
2 cats, and 1 

snowcat tracked 
digger derrick 

crane were used 
in restoration.

Starting on December 27th, YVEA’s service territory 
saw significant snowfall totals that caused outages 
throughout much of our territory. Part of being a 
cooperative is living up to the seven cooperative 
principles, which includes Cooperation Among 
Cooperatives, which says, “By working together 
through local, national, regional and international 
structures, cooperatives improve services, bolster 

local economies, and deal more effectively with 
social and community needs.” We were grateful 
not only for the support of our internal staff during 
these storms, but also our partners at White River 
Electric in Meeker and Mountain Parks Electric in 
Granby who came to our aide with restore power. 
Check out these pictures of crews, as well as learn 
some facts about the storm.

On Wednesday, 
December 28th, we 
answered 537 calls 

alone. In one day, we 
answered 33% of 

what we answered in 
the entire month of 

November!

A rate increase begins on March 1st, 2023. For more 
information, please visit www.yvea.com/2023-rate-increase.REMINDER

YVEA and White River crews work to restore an outage.

Workers make repairs on Buffalo Pass.

A tree on Oak Street causes an outage in downtown Steamboat. 

We’re sharing a quick refresher on how to keep your 
personal information safe online:
1. Protect your devices
The best line of defense against online threats: keep 
your operating system and applications up to date. 
Most updates include important security fixes which 
help defend your devices against malware. We also 
recommend using an anti-virus software for added 
protection.
2. Manage your passwords
A strong, unique password is a strong defense 
against hackers. Here are four guidelines to keep in 
mind:
• Use long, unique passwords: the more characters it 
has, the harder it is to break. The best passwords are 
12+ characters and contain a combination of letters, 
numbers, and symbols.  
• Don’t recycle your passwords: if one email/password 
combination is compromised, it puts the rest of your 
accounts using that combination at risk. It’s best to 
use a unique password for every website.
• Use a password manager. These nifty tools help you 
remember each unique password for each account, 
encrypt your passwords to keep them safe, and 
can even suggest secure passwords to use for your 
accounts.
• Enable multi-factor authentication (MFA). This 
provides an extra level of protection, especially for 
accounts containing sensitive information.
3. Use secure Wi-Fi
Next time you’re having a cup at your local coffee 
shop, think twice about connecting to their free Wi-
Fi. Unsecured networks like these leave your data 
vulnerable to prying eyes and hackers with malicious 
intent. Instead, consider using your mobile hotspot 

to go online, or connect to public Wi-Fi using a VPN 
(Virtual Private Network), which encrypts your data to 
keep it safe. 
4. Back up your data
Protect yourself against data loss by backing up 
important and sentimental information. Following 
the 3-2-1 rule, you’ll want to keep three copies of your 
data at all times. Two of those backup copies should 
be stored on different media (e.g. one in the Cloud, 
and one on an external drive), with one of them 
located offsite.
5. Think before you click
Fraudulent links are one of the most common 
ways cybercriminals can gain access to sensitive 
information. Keep an eye out for anything suspicious, 
and when in doubt, don’t click!
6. Share with care
Be careful about what you post online. For example, 
posting a photo of your new house could reveal 
your home address. As much as possible, limit the 
personal information that you share, and remember 
that anything published to the internet is there 
forever.
7. Check your settings
Make it a habit to conduct privacy checkups on your 
social media sites and mobile apps, and make sure 
your privacy settings are at your comfort level.
Remember—it’s one thing to know how to keep 
yourself safe online. It’s another thing to put these 
tips into practice. 
At Luminate Broadband, we care about keeping you 
and your family safe when using the internet. And if 
you have questions about your service, contact our 
friendly, hometown staff at 970-870-4320. We’d love 
to hear from you.

Seven Cybersecurity Steps 
to Keep Your Devices and 
Accounts Safe 
What’s more important to you: the safety 
of your data and online accounts, or having 
an easy experience when browsing the 
web? According to a 2021 Norton study, you 
probably picked the latter: more than three 
out of five consumers surveyed said they 
accepted certain privacy risks online to make 
life more convenient.


